Dear Parents,
Welcome to another great year of scouting.  For all of our new Scouts and Parents my name is [John Doe] and I am your Den Leader for Bear Den 7.  I thank you for allowing your son to join Cub Scouting and I welcome all of you to our Den and Pack.  For those of you returning to my Den I am glad to see you back, and to those new Scouts and parents I look forward to getting to know you. 
If you ever need to contact me I can be reached at the following:

Email Addresses:
johndoe@johndoe.com

Home Phone:
(210)XXX-XXXX 
Cell Phone:
(210)XXX-XXXX
Also be sure to visit the Pack Website at www.bsa-pack51.org.  The site is constantly updated with upcoming Council, Pack, and Den Activities, Pictures from Recent Events, and useful links to help your Scout along the advancement trail.

We have two leadership positions filled by the Cub Scouts on a rotation basis; the Denner and Assistant Denner.  Their duties are to help setup the meeting area, assist in passing out materials, and to cleanup the meeting area.  Each Scout will be assigned for the period of one month each position. The Denner is also responsible for providing the a snack for one meeting for month he is assigned (Family 9b).
I will be collecting dues of $1 for each Den Meeting (Maximum of $3 per month).  This money will be used to purchase our craft projects.  You may pay at each Den Meeting, once a month, or the year in advance ($24).  Dues are required to be paid even if a meeting is missed.

Attached is a tentative schedule of our meetings, it is my goal for all of the Scouts to have earned their Bear Badge by the Blue and Gold Banquet on February 23, 2007.  This way they can concentrate on earning arrow points the remainder of the year until they graduate to Webelos at the Family Campout in May, 2007.
In order to accomplish this goal, I can not stress how important your help will be in this.  Many of the Achievement Requirements we will cover during Den Meetings, however, there are several which need to be done at home, the Achievements are broken down into 4 groups – God, Country, Family, and Self, :
1. God – Either Requirement 1 or 2 maybe completed to complete this Requirement
2. Family – There are 7 Achievements in this Section, but you only have to complete Four.
The following requirements will be worked on in Den Meetings:

Country (3) - 

4 - Tall Tales

5 - Sharing Your World with Wildlife

7 - Law Enforcement is a Big Job

Family (4)

8 - The Past is Exciting and Important

11 - Be Ready

Self (4)

14 - Ride Right

19 - Shavings and Chips

22 - Tying it Right

24 - Be A Leader

Tentative Schedule for Bear Den 7
	Date
	Type of Activity
	Achievement/Project

	September 4
	Den Meeting
	Parents Meeting – Introduction, Selection of Assistant

Country – Tall Tales

· #4a - Tell in your own words what folklore is. List some folklore stories, folk songs, or historical legends from your own state or part of the country. Play the Folklore Match Game in the handbook. 



	September 11
	Den Meeting
	Country - Sharing Your World With Wildlife
· 5a - Choose a bird or animal that you like and find out how it lives. Make a poster showing what you have learned and Bring it to the next meeting.
· 5e - Name one animal that has become extinct in the last 100 years. Tell why animals become extinct. Name one animal that is on the endangered species list.
Family – The Past is Great

· #8b - Find someone who was a Cub Scout a long time ago. Talk with him about what Cub Scouting was like then.

· #8d - Trace your family back through your grandparents or great-grandparents; (Pre-meeting Activity)

· #8g – Character Connection
Denner – 

Asst Denner – 

	September 18
	Den Meeting
	Country - Sharing Your World With Wildlife

· 5b – Build a Bird House (Squirrel feeder)
Self – Be A Leader

· 24f – Character Connection

Denner – 
Asst Denner – J

	September 22
	Den Outing
	Country - Sharing Your World With Wildlife

· #5d - Zoo Visit

	September 25
	Pack Meeting
	Denner – 
Asst Denner – 

	October 2
	Den Meeting
	Country – Tall Tales 

· #4b - Name at least five stories about American folklore. Point out on a United States map where they happened
· #4c - Read two folklore stories and tell your favorite one to your den.
Country – What makes America Special

· #3j – Character Connection

Denner –  
Assistant Denner –  

	October 9
	Den Outing
	Country – Law Enforcement is a Big Job

· #7b - Visit Schertz PD

· Complete other requirements for this Section

Denner –  
Assistant Denner –  


	October 16
	Den Meeting
	Discuss Game/Activity for Fall Festival

Family – #11 Be Ready – all Requirements

Denner –  
Assistant Denner –  

	October 23
	Pack Meeting
	Denner –  
Assistant Denner –  

	October 30
	Pack Activity
	Fall Festival


	Date
	Type of Activity
	Achievement/Project

	November 6
	Den Meeting
	Self – Ride Right

· Know the rules for bike safety. 
· Learn to ride a bike, if you haven't by now. Show that you can follow a winding course for 60 feet doing sharp left and right turns, a U-turn, and an emergency stop. 

· Keep your bike in good shape. Identify the parts of a bike that should be checked often. 

· Ride a bike for 1 mile without rest. Be sure to obey all traffic rules.
Denner –  
Assistant Denner –    

	November 13
	Den Meeting
	Self – Shaving and Chip
· Know the safety rules for handling a knife. 

· Show that you know how to take care of and use a pocketknife. 

· Make a carving with a pocketknife. Work with your den leader or other adult when doing this.  

· Earn the Whittling Chip card.
Denner –  
Assistant Denner –  

	November 20
	No Meeting
	Thanksgiving Vacation

	November 27
	Pack Meeting
	Denner –  
Assistant Denner –  

	December  4
	Den Meeting
	Self – Tying It All Up
Do five requirements. 

· Whip the ends of a rope. 

· Tie a square knot, bowline, sheet bend, two half hitches, and slip knot.  Tell how each knot is used. 

· Learn how to keep a rope from tangling. 

· Coil a rope. Throw it, hitting a 2-foot square marker 20 feet away. 

· Learn a magic rope trick.
Denner –  
Assistant Denner –  

	December 14
	Den Outing
	Elective 1c - Planetarium Visit – San Antonio College

	December 18
	Pack Meeting
	Pass Out Pinewood Derby Cars

Denner –  
Assistant Denner –  

	January 8
	Den Meeting
	Discuss decorations and Skit for Blue and Gold Banquet

Elective 8a - Make and play a homemade musical instrument - cigar-box banjo, washtub bull fiddle, a drum or rhythm set, tambourine. etc.
Denner –  
Assistant Denner –  

	January 15
	Den Meeting
	Start making decorations/skit costumes for Blue and Gold Banquet

Inspect Pinewood Derby Cars

Practice Songs for B&G

Denner –  
Assistant Denner –  

	January 19
	Pinewood Derby
	Pinewood Derby Race, bring your cars and lets have some FUN

	January 22
	Den Meeting
	Make Decorations for B&G, Practice Songs for B&G

Denner –  
Assistant Denner –  

	January 26
	Pack Activity
	GoodWill/GoodTurn

	January 29
	Pack Meeting
	Denner –  
Assistant Denner –  


	Date
	Type of Activity
	Achievement/Project

	February 5
	Den Meeting
	Making decorations/skit costumes for Blue and Gold Banquet

Chinese Dragon Masks

Denner –  
Assistant Denner –    

	February 12
	Den Meeting
	Making decorations/skit costumes for Blue and Gold Banquet

Dragon for Table

Denner –  
Assistant Denner –    

	February 23
	Pack Meeting
	Blue and Gold Banquet

Elective 8c - Play in a den band using homemade or regular musical instruments. Play at a pack meeting.
Denner –  
Assistant Denner –    

	March 4
	Den Meeting
	Elective 2 - WEATHER 

B - Build a weather vane. Record wind direction every day at the same hour for two weeks. Keep a record of the weather for each day. 
C - Make a rain gauge. 

D - Find out what a barometer is and how it works. Tell your den about it. Tell what 'relative humidity' means. 

E - Learn to identify three different kinds of clouds. Estimate their heights. 

Denner –  
Assistant Denner –

	March 11
	Den Meeting
	Elective – 12 NATURE CRAFTS 

a. Make solar prints of three kinds of leaves. 

b. Make a display of eight different animal tracks with an eraser print. 
Denner – 

Assistant Denner –

	March 18
	No Meeting
	Spring Break

	March 25
	Pack Meeting
	Denner –  
Assistant Denner –

	April 1
	Den Meeting
	CUB SCOUT BAND 

a. Make and play a homemade musical instrument - cigar-box banjo, washtub bull fiddle, a drum or rhythm set, tambourine. etc. 
Denner – 
Assistant Denner –

	April 8
	Den Meeting
	Learn to play two familiar tunes on any musical instrument. 
Denner – 

Assistant Denner –


	Date
	Type of Activity
	Achievement/Project


	April 15
	Den Meeting
	AMERICAN INDIAN LIFE 

a. American Indian people live in every part of what is now the continental United States. Find the name of the American Indian nation that lives or has lived where you live now. Learn about these people. 

b. Learn, make equipment for, and play two American Indian or other native American games with members of your den. Be able to tell the rules, who won, and what the score was. 

Denner – 

Assistant Denner –

	April 22
	Pack Meeting
	Play in a den band using homemade or regular musical instruments. Play at a pack meeting. 
Denner – 

Assistant Denner –

	May 6
	Den Meeting
	Elective 18c

Plan an outdoor game or gym day with your den. (This can be part of a pack activity). Put your plans on paper. 

Flag Football Game with Den ?
Denner – 

Assistant Denner –

	May 13
	Den Meeting
	Denner – 

Assistant Denner –

	May 20
	Den Meeting
	Denner – 

Assistant Denner –

	May 27
	Den Meeting
	

	
	Pack Meeting
	Family Campout


